In a relatively neglected chapter of his book, Auctor and Actor, Jack Winkler explores some of the connections that he finds in the sensibilities of the author of the anonymous Life of Aesop and Apuleius' Metamorphoses. "Vulgarity, obscenity, and flouting of conventional decorum are high on the list of common qualities."
1 Like mime, Winkler argues, the Life of Aesop is an expression of popular thinking otherwise largely lost because it was generally oral and subliterary. He sees Aesop as a traditional type of Grotesque Outsider whose criticisms of authority and hierarchies are licensed within the conventions of mime, which derived from figures such as Thersites and Margites.
2 Aesop's wisdom is thus also Socratic because it is aporetic and resistant to cultural norms. Apuleius, according to Winkler, does not so much descend to the level of the slapstick mime as he exploits its possibilities by speaking through the fatuous persona of Lucius and the mocked, abused, grotesque ass. Use of the Vita Aesopi in connection with Apuleius presents several problems, however, as the text itself is of uncertain date and provenance and appears in several recensions which differ significantly from one another.
5 It is dated in its present form by two of its major experts to an era roughly contemporary with Apuleius; a Ber-5 There are several recensions, of which G and W (Greek) are fuller; of these G, which I follow here, offers details absent from the probably Byzantine W. The Latin version, the Vita Lolliana, underwent alterations in antiquity and the Middle Ages and is much scanter. In fact, the passage most important to my argument, that of Isis granting Aesop a voice, is absent from the Latin version and is markedly different in W. It is Tyche who gives Aesop a voice in the latter rather than Isis, interesting in light of Isis' self-designation at Met. 11.15 as Fortuna Videns. On the various recensions, see especially Holzberg (1993) . The text is an amalgamation of materials from different eras. Some parts date back at least to the fifth century BC, according to M.L. West (1984) 126 who believes that at Aristophanes Birds 471-2 the verb 4 + 8 R :
implies perusal of a book and hence may imply some written Aesopic tradition as early as Aristophanes. He also points to a pseudo-Herodotean Life of Homer of the 1 st or 2 nd century BC as an analogy and generally suggests that the story of the slave Aesop developed into a novella as early as the 5 th century.
